SPECIAL MEETING

CITY COUNCIL

Chambers of the City Council

Municipal Building

Thursday, March 16, 2017

7:00 p.m.
------------

PRESENT: Council President Lopes, Councillors Abreu, Bousquet, Carney, Coelho, Martins, Morad, Oliveira,
and Winterson.
LATE: No One
ABSENT: Councillors Gomes and Rebeiro
-----------Council President Lopes called the meeting to order and presided.
-----------Councilor Oliveira led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
-----------COMMUNICATION, Councillor Rebeiro, to Members of the City Council, informing that she will be absent for
the Special City Council Celebration Meeting on Thursday, March 16, 2017, due to a prior commitment.
Received and Placed on File.

(#0402)
------------

CITATION, Councillor Abreu, honoring HANNAH GRACE WALSH, in recognition of starting her own small
business, BeYOUtiful.
Adopted.

(#0403)

-----------CITATION, Councillors Morad and Winterson, honoring JOSE F. COSTA, in recognition of his 20 years of
dedicated service to the City of New Bedford and with sincere wishes that the Good Lord bestow continued health and
happiness in his retirement years.
Adopted.

(#0404)

-----------CITATIONS, Councillors Oliveira, Abreu, Council President Lopes, Councillors Gomes, Martins, Carney and
Winterson, honoring the Keith Middle School Students, JADEN BORDEN, KRISTINA DAPONTE, HONGYU ZHAO,
MESSIA RIDGLEY II and STEM Teacher and MathCounts Coach, AARON DANIELS, in recognition of their Second
Place Win in Regional MathCounts and Placing First from the South East Region at the State Finals on March 04, 2017.
Adopted.

(#0405)
------------

The following Resolution was presented by Council President Lopes.
-----------CITY OF NEW BEDFORD
IN CITY COUNCIL
MARCH 16, 2017

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MULTIPLE MYELOMA ACTION MONTH
MARCH 2017
WHEREAS, Multiple Myeloma, the second most common blood cancer worldwide, is a cancer of plasma cells
in the bone marrow, called “multiple”, because the cancer can occur at multiple sites; and
WHEREAS, Multiple Myeloma currently affects more than one thousand people in the United States, with an
estimated twenty thousand new cases diagnosed each year and ten thousand losing their battle with this disease each
year; and
WHEREAS, Once a disease of the elderly, it is now being diagnosed in increasing numbers in people under
sixty-five; and
WHEREAS, Because Multiple Myeloma is a rare disease there can be a delayed diagnosis, leading to delayed
treatment, for this reason an increased action of the disease for clinicians and the general public will lead to earlier
diagnosis allowing people to live longer; and
WHEREAS, Continued investment and innovation is critical in achieving early diagnosis and implementing the
most effective and safest treatments for Myeloma patients; and
WHEREAS, Although we have seen important advances in the last decade, there is still no cure for Multiple
Myeloma; and
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WHEREAS, Founded in 1990, the International Myeloma Foundation (IMF) is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the education, research and treatment of Multiple Myeloma, committed to finding a cure, they support the
treatment of people suffering with Myeloma and encourages private efforts to enhance research funding and educational
programs:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the New Bedford City Council hereby recognizes
MULTIPLE MYELOMA ACTION MONTH MARCH 2017, encourages all residents to participate in voluntary
activities that support funding of research programs to find a cure for Multiple Myeloma.
Adopted.

(#0406)
------------

The following Resolution was presented by Councillors Carney, Coelho, Morad and Rebeiro.
CITY OF NEW BEDFORD
IN CITY COUNCIL
MARCH 16, 2017

RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION OF
NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH - MARCH 2017
WHEREAS, American women of every race, class and ethnic background have made historic contributions to
the growth and strength of our Nation in countless recorded and unrecorded ways and have served as early leaders in the
forefront of every major progressive social change movement in the United States; and
WHEREAS, American women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural and social role in
every sphere of the life of the Nation by constituting a significant portion of the labor force working inside and outside
of the home; and
WHEREAS, Founded in 1980, the National Women’s History Project is a non-profit educational organization
committed to recognizing and celebrating the diverse and significant historical accomplishments of women by providing
information and educational materials and programs and led the drive to write women back into history by recognizing
the achievements of women in all facets of life; and
WHEREAS, The National Women’s History Month 2017 Theme is “Honoring Trailblazing Women in
Labor and Business” – remembering women who have successfully challenged the role of women in both business and
the paid labor force, women have always worked, but often their work has been undervalued and unpaid, women who
represent many diverse backgrounds and made their marks in different fields, women whose work and influence spans
three centuries of America’s history, these women all successfully challenged the social and legal structures that have
kept women’s labor underappreciated and underpaid, facing stark inequalities in the workplace (lower wages, poor
working conditions, and limited opportunities), they fought to make the workplace a less hostile environment for
women, they succeeded in expanding women’s participation in commerce and their power in the paid labor force, and as
labor and business leaders and innovators, they defied the social mores of their times by demonstrating women’s ability
to create organizations and establish their own businesses that paved the way for better working conditions and wages
for themselves and other women, they proved that women could succeed in every field, and each in her own way
demonstrated that women in business and labor can and should be considered the norm, most importantly, they continue
to pave the way for generations of women to follow; and
WHEREAS, When women sought to question inequalities in their own lives, they turned to history to
understand that if a woman’s role could be socially constructed within a specific historical context, rather than natural
and universal, then women could argue that it was open to change; and
WHEREAS, American women have played a unique role throughout the history of the Nation by providing the
majority of the nation’s volunteer labor force; American women were particularly important in the establishment of early
charitable, philanthropic and cultural institutions in the United States; and
WHEREAS, American women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage and equal
opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil
rights movement and other movements, especially the peace movement, which created a more fair and just society for
all; and
WHEREAS, Women’s history is now far more embedded in the curriculum of higher education than half a
century ago, the number of professors in women’s history has increased and it remains important to promote research
into women’s history, both inside academia and in the wider community; and
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WHEREAS, Despite these contributions, the role of American women in history has been consistently
overlooked and undervalued, in the literature, teaching and study of American History:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the New Bedford City Council hereby recognizes March as
NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH, thanks all the women locally and nationally who have made a mark on
our City, State and Country’s culture, government and society.
Adopted.
(#0407)
-----------On a motion, the Council then adjourned at 7:56 p.m.
-----------ATTEST:

DENNIS W. FARIAS, CITY CLERK/
CLERK OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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